
School Library Day in 

Hessen – Germany:  

20th Anniversary proves 

LAG’s resilience and 

strength 

 

 

On April 2, 2011 – a sun-drenched day in the heart of Hessen, approximately 300 school librarians, 

teachers, volunteers and school library stakeholders came together to celebrate the 20th anniversary 

of LAG (Landesarbeitsgemeinschaft Schulbibliotheken in Hessen e. V.), the School Library Association 

of Hessen in Germany). 

The one-day conference was organized at the Lahntalschule, a Gymnasium in the lovely town of 

Biedenkopf. Besides the 300 delegates, participating in 30 workshops, the conference welcomed 

politicians and policy makers, the (local) press and an alumni: the well-known author Andreas 

Steinhöfel.  

The theme of the day was: Future model Book – From a school library to a School Media Resource 

Center. 

Dr. Eberhard Scholl, School Leader from the Lahntalschule showed his thoughts on the theme by 

presenting „This is a Book“  from Lane Smith: a wonderful story on the book as medium in the 

multimedia world of the 21st century. (See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4BK_2VULCU ) 

Andreas Steinhöfel, the keynote speaker of the day presented his 

thoughts on the loss of speaking  and writing abilities of people, and 

more specifically youngsters in a witty and excessive speech.  

 

The presentations were graced by a group of pupils: Group 6B, a 

string orchestra managed by their musical teacher. 

 

 

 

©Joachim Boepple 

Again (I attended the LAG conference in 2009), it was a wonderful experience to participate in this 

one-day event: the organization is efficient, the presentations and workshops are very worthwhile, 

the people are friendly, the surroundings and the food is great en the weather beyond imagination 

.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4BK_2VULCU
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andreas_Steinh%C3%B6fel


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      Lahntalschule in Biedenkopf  

 

LAG has managed to grow from a minor group of professionals into a well-organized and strong 

professional organization with connections in the educational as well as the library field: an 

organization that is respected by its members, stakeholders and commercial parties. From this place 

heartfelt CONGRATULATIONS to LAG and its leadership and members. LAG shows us that school 

libraries and where they stand for are very much alive; that personal and professional input pays off 

and that school library conferences are valuable sources for sharing and learning. 

 

Thank you for letting me be a part of this wonderful experience: I look forward to next year. 

Lourense Das 

President and Coordinator Stichting ENSIL. 

 


